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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

Have you ever seen a prettier spring?  I can’t 
remember a better one, but perhaps the light at 
the end of the Covid tunnel has cast a rosy glow 
on our gardens.  

The gardening season is moving right along, and 
soon we will be asked to help plant vegetables 
at City Hall, where some of us started the soil 
preparation back in December.  That should be 
a one-and-done job, or at most, a one-and-one-
and-done job.  

We could use a few more hands on the rooftop, 
but we are delighted that Lisa Christensen is 
working to get her MARC garden gang back with 
us.  And our newest member, Kim Wuestefeld, 
has joined us! But we would be happy to see a 
few more volunteers – remember, you don’t 
have to come every week. 

The big excitement for this month is our Mock 
Flower Show on the 18th, courtesy of Maria 
Holzberg, Nancy D’Oench, Judy Schoonmaker, 
and Laney Bank.  More info on the details 
below, but be sure to mark it on your calendar.  
Just getting to see Maria’s gardens in May will 
be pretty special. 

In addition, be sure to register for the GCA 
Annual Meeting, May 10-12. It’s free, simple 
and quick to register – and you can choose 
which events to attend. This is the final meeting 
during GCA President Debbie Edwards’s tenure, 

so we hope to have a lot of Zone II attendees to 
give her a great send-off. 

And, finally, there is our own club’s Annual 
Meeting on the 20th. Patsy and Judy will notify 
you about the lunch arrangements shortly. 
After our long series of Zoom meetings, it’s 
exciting that we will be able to get out in the 
fresh air to meet in person twice in one week! 

My thanks go out to all of you who attended 
our Zoom meetings with good cheer and ready 
acceptance of this new technology.  Things 
didn’t always go off without a hitch, but at least 
we met, we were all able to stay in touch, and 
we learned a lot, too! 

And, of course, I am thankful to our Program 
Committee chairmen, who worked hard to 
provide excellent speakers; the entire group of 
presenters for our in-house NAL did a stellar job 
as well. In May and June, we can offer our 
thanks in person to Deb Patrician, who has 
managed to schedule TWO great visiting 
gardens events, in addition to our delightful day 
at Smith Farm last fall.  

So happy May to you all – hoping some 
beautiful May flowers brighten your gardens 
and your homes as well! 

~ Jane Harris 


 

R E M I N D E R: 

The May meeting 
will be held at 
McCutcheon Park 
at 11 am on 
Thursday the 20th. 



 

MINUTES OF THE April 22, 2021 MEETING: 

President Harris called the meeting to order at 
10:02 am. 

Approval of Minutes:  moved, Laney; seconded, 
Patsy. 

Approval of Treasurer’s report:  moved Kathie 
G; seconded, Edwina. 

President’s report:  The GCA Annual meeting 
will be held in Hartford in 2024.  Zone II club 
members are invited to suggest themes that 
represent all of the Zone (CT and RI.) The GCA 
celebration of Frederick Law Olmsted’s 200th 
birthday next year will include reports from all 
clubs on a park project they have undertaken to 
honor Olmsted’s work. 

Arbor Day will be celebrated at the Middlesex 
County Historical Society beginning at 2 pm on 
April 30th; there will be refreshments. 

Admissions:  Kim Wuestefeld ‘s nomination was 
voted on.  Patsy read the first letter nominating 
her, and Debbie Shapiro read the seconding 
letter.  With a unanimous vote, we welcome 
Kim to the club. 

Sadly, Karen Swanson has resigned due to her 
lack of time.  We accepted her resignation with 
regret. 

Archives:  The chair is searching for a scanner to 
digitize the Archives. 

Awards:  Will be presented at the May meeting. 

Rooftop Garden:  Thursday mornings will be the 
regular day to work there.  Whether MARC 
clients will join us is still unknown. 

Finance:  dues should be given at the May 
meeting.  Date checks June 1st. 

Flower Show:  A mock show will be held at 
Maria’s on May 18th.   

9-12 noon will be arranging.  Nancy will give a 
workshop on basic design.  We were advised to 
read the schedule as printed in the April Cornus.  
Hort entries will be reviewed in the afternoon.  
Please look in your gardens! 

The May meeting and Annual meeting will be 
May 20th at McCutcheon Park beginning at 11 
a.m.  A boxed lunch will be provided. 

Kathy Meyering told us she will have 
Buttonbush seeds for us to plant.  This is GCA’s 
Freeman medal winner for 2020. 

Maria proposed that MGC join the flea market 
at the Historical Society Car Show on 10/3/21.  
She said this could be a fund-raising opportunity 
for the club.   

Maria also spoke of the embankment at Harbor 
Park where she envisions a Piet Oudolf-like 
design of swaths of plants.  The City will remove 
the sod; Maria wants to contract with 
NatureWorks to install the garden, and the club 
would use the Susan Wasch Fund to pay for the 
plants. 

For the first vote re the flea market, Debbie 
Shapiro moved the club invest $50.00 and Patsy 
seconded the motion.  Approved. 

Maria moved that the club continue to plan a 
garden at Harbor Park for the Fall.  Judy 
seconded the motion.  Approved. 

Scholarship:  Laney eulogized Carol Stoddard, 
who was well-known in Zone II for her many 
activities on both Scholarship and Conservation. 
We were reminded that the Visiting Gardens 
date for Chatfield Hollow is May 25th and 
Wickham Park is June 15th. 

At the conclusion of the business meeting, we 
listened to Amanda Gorman (U.S. Youth Poet 
Laureate) recite her poem “Earthrise.” Laney, 
Patsy, Jane, and Kathy Meyering discussed the 
topics covered at NAL in February. All of the 



 

material from NAL is still available on the GCA 
website.  

The program ended at 11:50 a.m. 

Submitted by Katherine W. Green, Recording 
Secretary 

Attendance: L. Bank, S. Cornish, K. Green, J. 
Harris, L. Johnson, M. Holzberg, R. Kelley, A. 
McCloskey, O. McLaughlin, K. Meyering, H. 
Motoc, P. Murawski, P. Mylchreest, E. 
Ranganathan, R. Rickenback, M. Roberts, J. 
Schoonmaker, D. Shapiro, C. Wasch, S. Worm, 
M. Xenelis. (Joining after business meeting, K. 
Wuestefeld) 

~ Katherine Green, Recording Secretary 


FROM THE ARCHIVES: 

In March of 1955, GCA Horticulture Chair, 
Dorothy Keith, sent a letter that announced the 
new Horticultural Achievement Certificate.   It 
read: 

“In order that members growing and showing         
Horticultural material be duly recognized and in 
the hopes of encouraging more Horticultural 
Exhibits at our meetings and club Flower Shows, 
the Horticultural Committee will present a 
Horticultural Certificate to be awarded by each 
club Horticultural Chairman, not more than 
once a year, to the member in each club 
showing the most outstanding Horticultural 
Exhibit.  The forthcoming Certificate will be 
designed by Mrs. Charles Platt, Garden Club of 
Philadelphia.” 

In the same letter, clubs were encouraged to 
participate in the Daffodil Project, and to buy 
the best bulbs, not bargain bulbs.   

~ Katherine Green, Archives 



CONSERVATION: 

The following link leads to an interesting article 
about research on removal of garlic mustard 
(Alliaria petiolata): 

http://www.nyisri.org/2021/01/research-
summary-garlic-mustard-decline/ 

~ Christina Wasch 


PROGRAM:   

May 18: Mock Flower Show, 9 am at 192 
Coleman Road (Carpooling encouraged!) 

May 20: MGC Annual Meeting, 11 am at 
McCutcheon Park in Middletown. 

Beverages will be provided; bring your 
own lunch for May 18. For the Annual 
Meeting, we will have boxed lunches, 
provided by a caterer.  Patsy will email you 
the choices and price. 

Please bring your dues ($125) to the 
Annual Meeting.  

 



FLOWER SHOW: 

Sign up for our Mock Flower Show 
on May 18: 9-12 Flower arranging; 
1-3 Horticulture 
RSVP to 
mariamadsen@sbcglobal.net. 
Thank you! 





 

 


 

When I Am Among the Trees 

 
When I am among the trees, 

Especially the willows and the honey locusts, 
equally the beech, the oaks and the pines, 

they give off such hints of gladness 
I would almost say that they save me, and daily. 

 

I am so distant from the hope of myself 
in which I have goodness, and discernment, 

and never hurry through the world 
but walk slowly, and bow often. 

 

Around me the trees stir in their leaves 
and call out, “Stay awhile.” 

The light flows from their branches. 
 

And they call again, “It’s simple,” they say, 
“and you too have come 

into the world to do this, to go easy, to be filled 
with light, and to shine.” 

 
~ Mary Oliver 

 



      


