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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

By the time Cornus lands with a plop on 

your electronic doorstep, a good many of 

our membership will have been vaccinated 

against Covid-19. I write of this partly for 

everyone’s information, but also because 

it’s hard not to think of the curiosity our 

members in 2051 -- or 2121, for that matter 

– may feel about the Great Pandemic and 

how we lived through it. 

For the first time in our club’s 105-and-a-

half-year history, our meetings are being 

recorded. (Please don’t ask me where they 

are stored: I think they are somewhere in 

“the cloud.”) 

Nevertheless, we are living through historic 

times, and it’s important for us to leave a 

record of the mundane as well as the epic. 

For the first time, our members who winter 

in warmer spots (not to mention our dear 

friends Margaret Merrill and Barbara 

Christensen) have the opportunity to attend 

the meetings they would otherwise miss.  

We hope to see some of those smiling, sun-

tanned faces at our March meeting! 

Soon now, we will be able to meet again in 

person, perhaps to celebrate the end of this 

season of meetings in May. After that, there 

will be garden visits, and gardening 

activities to look forward to.  

Many club presidents that I have talked to 

have decided to follow the GCA’s lead and 

continue to offer virtual access to all 

meetings, even when in-person activities 

resume.  

No doubt, some of the technologies we 

have learned to use will become every-day 

conveniences. Some of us (thanks to 

talented seamstresses such as Maria and 

Renee) now have wardrobes of stylish face 

masks! 

Please know that your club’s officers are 

working hard to assess what will best serve 

the club, as well as what is the safest course 

for our members. I know we all look 

forward to seeing one another in person, 

even if we have to mime our hugs for a bit 

longer! 

~ Jane 



 

 

R E M I N D E R: 

The March meeting 

will be held via 

Zoom at 1 pm on 

Thursday the 18th. 

Zoom link to follow! 

 

 

 

 



 

MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 18, 2021 

MEETING: 

President Harris called the Zoom meeting to 

order at 1:05 p.m. 

She introduced our guest, Kim Wuestefeld. 

The January minutes were approved:  

moved by Karen Swanson, seconded by 

Patsy Mylchreest. 

The Treasurer’s report was accepted:  

moved by Maria Holzberg, seconded by 

Lynn Johnson. 

The president thanked the program chairs 

for keeping up with the changes.  She 

reminded us that the Founders Fund vote 

will be in March. 

The candidates are featured in the current 

Bulletin.   

The April meeting will be one week later 

than usual on April 22nd. 

Committee reports: 

Admissions:  Kim Wuestefeld is interested 

in becoming a member. 

Tom Christopher sends his thanks for our 

club nominating him for the GCA Sarah 

Francis Chapman medal. 

Debby Shapiro has taken the role of 

Communications chair for the club. 

Christina reminded us of the NAL virtual 

conference on Feb. 23rd and 24th.  We can 

register on line.  She also spoke of the 

Common Council  

Meeting about the NRG power plant.  She 

and John Hall spoke against it. The unions 

spoke for it (for jobs).  The Common Council 

approved the pickup of food waste in 

Middletown’s sanitation district. 

Finance Committee: The donations received 

from members won’t get us out of our 

financial situation, so one thought is to raise 

the number of  

Club members to 45.   

Flower Show:  date is now May 25-26, 2022. 

Garden History and Design:  Two CT 

gardens have been accepted by the 

Smithsonian. 

Horticulture:  We were encouraged to go to 

the GCA link for P4P for projects we might 

consider.  There is no Zone Challenge this 

year. 

Scholarship:  Our club received a thank you 

note from Elizabeth Darling, Scholarship 

Zone Rep, for our donation to the GCA 

Scholarship Fund.   

Visiting Gardens:  Chatfield Hollow Farm 

trip is set for May 25th, with a rain date of 

6/26. Wickham Park trip is set for June 15, 

with rain date 6/16. 

English, Irish, Scottish gardens chosen with 

wetlands for the a.m.  There will be a 12:30 

lunch break for a box lunch. 

If interested in either trip, email Deb. 

Meeting adjourned at 2 p.m. 

Our speaker, Marlene Mayes from Auer 

Farm, is an Elizabeth Abernathy Hull Award 

winner who works with kids under 16.  She 

shows them the beauty and fragility of the 

planet while working in the garden.  A 

Master Gardener, she’s been 16 years at 

this farm.  There are 122 acres.  One garden 



 

is a Foodshare garden which yielded 3000 

pounds of produce.  There are preschoolers 

who come there as well as 18 to 22-year-

old special needs students.  They often have 

to raise money to plant some beds. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Katherine W Green, Recording Secretary 

ATTENDANCE: 

L. Bank, S. Cornish, S. Cunningham, K. 

Green, J. Harris, R. Higgins, L. Johnson, R. 

Kelley, M. Holzberg, O. McLaughlin, K. 

Meyering, P. Murawski, P. Mylchreest, D. 

Patrician, E. Ranganathan, R. Rickenback, 

M. Roberts, J. Schoonmaker, D. Shapiro, K. 

Swanson, C. Wasch, S. Worm 

Guest, K. Wuestefeld 



PROGRAM:  

Our March 18th ZOOM meeting will include 
a presentation by Kimberly Kelly of the 
Connecticut Science Center. She is in charge 
of their rooftop garden plantings and a new 
area that we hope to see soon when it is 
open to visitors.  Kim is also well-versed in 
the growing movement of Pollinator 
Pathways in our region.  We hope you have 
a few questions for her about the CSC and 
the directions we are going in to save our 
pollinators.  This should prove an energizing 
talk as we welcome spring! 
~  Judy Schoonmaker 



VISITING GARDENS: 

Upcoming Visiting Gardens for May and 

June 

The first Garden tour is Chatfield Hollow 

Farm, in Killingworth CT and is scheduled 

for Tuesday, May 25, 2021. Starting time is 

TBD, probably around 10:30am.  There is 

no charge for the tour. The tour will include 

the Mushroom, Flower and Aquatic 

Gardens as well as a tour of Exotic birds. At 

this time everyone’s temperature will be 

checked upon arrival and masks and social 

distancing practices will be required. 

Lunch will be in the Killingworth area, with 

an outside dinning option. 

The second tour is Wickham Park in 

Manchester, CT.  and is scheduled for 

Tuesday June 15 with a rain date of 

Wednesday June 16. Wickham Park is a 

non-profit, private foundation. We will 

begin our day with a docent led tour of the 

English, Irish, and Scottish Gardens; these 

gardens along with  the  Oriental Garden 

are close to each other. We will then walk 

and or drive to tour the Wetland Garden.  

Lunch will follow in a shaded picnic area. 

Options for a boxed lunch are being 

explored. After lunch,  Steve Cronkite will 

lead a tour of the  Arboretum including the 

new Pinetum.  

The cost per person, driving and parking 

details will be forth coming.  If you are 

interested in attending either or both tours 

email me at: debrapatrician@gmail.com. 

Deb Patrician 

Visiting Gardens  
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MEMBERSHIP:  

In case you missed our President Debbie 

Edwards announcement in the Feb 1st  e-

News, the Nominating Committee would 

like to know where all club members’ 

interests lie, and have developed a new 

form so you can tell us. Simply click here  

for the form to let us know!  Please share 

this link with your members too.  While 

submitting the form does not guarantee 

that you will get a position on a GCA 

committee, it is an important first step in 

the process.  You can also find this new 

Volunteer Interest form at the bottom of 

your profile page on the GCA website. 



 

VIRTUAL WORLD: 

A video sent by Sally Worm: 

A bit of eye candy I came across.  Thought 

the members might enjoy.  Sally Worm 

https://www.georgesriver.org/2020-

garden-tour/ 

and 

Tom Christopher’s podcast with Tom 

Coward, head gardener at Gravetye 

Gardens in Sussex: 

Inventing the Wild Garden 



 



“Of course everything is blooming most recklessly: if it were voices instead of 

colors, there would be an unbelievable shrieking into the heart of the night. “ 

 ~ Rainer Maria Rilke  





https://www.gcamerica.org/members:profile/edit#skills
https://www.georgesriver.org/2020-garden-tour/
https://www.georgesriver.org/2020-garden-tour/
https://www.thomaschristophergardens.com/podcasts/inventing-the-wild-garden


 

From Judy’s indoor garden: one plant 

– how many blooms??


