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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

April is a literary superstar, inspiring poets from 
Chaucer to Wordsworth to T.S. Eliot. (I’ve 
always wanted to write a sentence that 
grouped those names together!)  

It’s hard to know if their inspiration was April’s 
floral bounty, since those poets enjoyed English 
springs that launched a good bit earlier than 
ours. The British call Helleborus niger the 
Christmas rose, but in my garden, it blooms at 
the end of Lent, leaving me confused for years 
over the difference between it and Helleborus 
orientalis, the Lenten rose. 

Since April 7th brought a high temperature of 77 
degrees to my garden, it may be that Climate 
Change will soon bring us April flowers in the 
middle of March, and we will have to come up 
with something kind to say about March.  

Fortunately, this March was a fulfilling month: 
stirrings of spring inspired a group of us to 
prune the roses at the Trees of Honor 
Memorial, while others of us met up to discuss 
the many garden projects around Middletown. 
The Middletown Public Works Department 
announced that irrigation will be installed at 
two or more of our gardens, which will make it 
much easier to grow a good many plants. 

Maria is thinking about a Piet Oudolf-inspired 
garden at Harbor Park, and Patsy and I have 
worked toward a memorial for a local resident, 

Brooke Rich, who died in a hit-and-run accident 
on Washington Street. 

Pat is running germination trials on seeds for 
the Rooftop at the CHC, and we hope to start 
planting there before May. 

Yet more members are assessing locations 
where Pollinator Pathways can be planted 
around town, with an accompanying 
educational outreach program and map. 

Kate, Patsy, and Ona are scheming to design a 
floral arrangement that will not be dwarfed by 
the Avery Gallery at the Wadsworth Atheneum 
the first week of May. 

Perhaps the I.R.S. was thinking of our full 
schedule when it moved the 2021 tax-filing date 
to May! We have much to be grateful for. 

~ Jane Harris 


MINUTES OF THE MARCH 18, 2021 
MEETING: 

President Harris called the meeting to order at 
1:02 p.m.   

The Minutes were approved:  moved, Kate 
Coley, seconded, Melanie Giamei. 

Treasurer’s report accepted:  moved, Kate; 
seconded, Judy. 

R E M I N D E R: 

The April meeting 
will be held via 
Zoom at 10 am on 
Thursday the 22nd.  
Zoom link to 
follow! 

 



 

The Flower Show dates as listed in the February 
Minutes were corrected to May 25th and 26th, 
2022. 

The President asked that we take the budget 
discussion out of order.  Mary Xenelis then 
explained the changes to better handle the 
funds available to our club. Under Income, a 
$1500 fund-raiser is built into the budget, and 
our annual planting at the Middletown Housing 
Authority, which earns us $2000.  Under 
Expenses is $200.00 for a scanner for the 
Archives, which will reduce what has to be 
stored and the cost for same.  We will reduce 
our Scholarship contribution to $500, which will 
go to the General Scholarship Fund, since the 
Zeller Scholarship has not had any applicants for 
two years.  

Fidelity Blue Chip, a Vanguard fund and 
Wellington fund, less aggressive instruments 
will be used.  Mary will make a Treasurer’s 
report once a month after the statement is 
received.   

Edwina listed the three contenders for the 
Founders Fund, and the vote was taken.   

Maria will call each member re the job they will 
do for the Flower Show.  There will be a mock 
show May 18th; all are invited to enter both 
Flower Arranging and Horticulture.  Nancy will 
give a lecture and a hands-on workshop re 
design.  In addition to the two categories, there 
will be instruction on how to complete the 
registration card. 

Committee Reports: 

Patsy said the awards are done and submitted. 

Jane said the rooftop garden group needs to 
select a day and time, and Pat hasn’t heard 
anything from MARC as to whether they will 
have clients involved. 

Kathy Meyering is working on a Pollinator 
Pathway map for Middletown. 

Lynn reminded photographers to enter both the 
Newport and Philadelphia Flower Shows, both 
of which will be in-person. 

Kate Coley asked that the Middletown Garden 
Club take the first weekend in May to do “wow” 
floral designs in the fountain at the Atheneum.  
There is a $400.00 budget for this. 

Judy then introduced the speaker, Kim Kelly, a 
Horticulture educator at the CT Science Center. 
Before going to the Science Center, she spent 
20 years at the UCONN Extension System.  Her 
discussion of landscaping with native plants, 
and use of landscape plugs, was inspirational, 
and fostered much discussion among 
attendees.   

The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 p.m. 

Attendance: L. Bank, K. Coley, S. Cornish, M. 
Giamei, M. Gould, K. Green, J. Harris, L. 
Johnson, M. Holzberg, A. McCloskey, O. 
McLaughlin, K. Meyering, P. Murawski, P. 
Mylchreest, D. Patrician, E. Ranganathan, R. 
Rickenback, J. Schoonmaker, D. Shapiro, C. 
Wasch, S. Worm, M. Xenelis. Guest: Kim 
Wuestefeld 

~ Katherine Green, Recording Secretary 


FROM THE ARCHIVES: 

you know that, in 1977, the Middletown Garden 
Club began a program of “planting a daffodil 
bulb at a public site Did for every daffodil we 
sold” at the annual bulb and plant sale?  Mayor 
Anthony Marino selected Columbus Plaza, a 
new parking site between the back of City Hall 
and some Main Street stores.  The Parks 
Department dug holes and the club planted 550 
bulbs. 

In 1978, Mayor Marino suggested the club plant 
daffodils at Harbor Park.  The Municipal 
Development Coordinator gave advice on the 



 

spots least likely to flood in the Spring.  The 
riverfront area was so large that the club 
decided to use bulbs from two years’ sales to fill 
the area.   

In 1978, the club sold 1300 bulbs. One hundred 
bulbs were planted elsewhere.  The club applied 
to the Rockfall Foundation for funds ($300.00) 
to double the number  

of bulbs available to plant.  Rockfall gave the 
club $500.00.  Now the club discovered there 
were 9,000 bulbs to plant.  Thirty-four members 
of MGC raised money for, bought and planted 
9,000 bulbs on the banks of the Connecticut 
River. 

~ Katherine W Green, Archives 


THANKS TO THE ROSE-PRUNERS! 

Susan Martucci, founder of the Trees of Honor, 
writes in an email, “It is so difficult to get 
volunteers, so we are very appreciative & 
grateful. You are the best garden club!”  Our 
crew of Ed Dzialo, Spencer Cunningham, Judy 
and Renny Schoonmaker, Patsy Mylchreest, 
Sally Cornish, Kathie Green, Mary Xenelis, and 
Karen Swanson, made short work of the 50 or 
so roses. Chester Holzberg, in the company of 
his new parents, Maria and Robert, entertained 
us.  


PROGRAM:   

The April meeting will take place one week later 
and three hours earlier than usual due to 
scheduling constraints. Our program will be our 
home-grown presentation on the main features 
of the 2021 National Affairs & Legislation 
Conference, presented virtually at the end of 
February. It is our hope that our discussion will 

inspire you to log onto the GCA website and 
enjoy the entire two days’ worth of educational, 
stimulating lectures and talks. 

 
~  Judy and Patsy 


VISITING GARDENS: 

Upcoming Visiting Gardens for May and June 

Chatfield Hollow Farm Killingworth, Tuesday 
May 25, 2021 (Rain date May 26) 

 

Wickham Park, Manchester CT, Tuesday June 
15, 2021 (rain date Wednesday June 16, 2021) 

 I will be emailing those attending directly with 
specific information about each trip including 
meeting times, lunch and cost. 

There is still time to add your name to the list, 
email: debrapatrician@gmail.com 

Deb Patrician 
Visiting Gardens  



ARBOR DAY, APRIL 30 

All are invited to attend the 2021 celebration of 
Arbor Day in Middletown, the 31st year in which 
Middletown has been proclaimed a Tree City 
U.S.A.  Trees are being planted on Main Street 
in honor of John Hall, Susan Bysiewicz, Joseph 
Serra, Matt Lesser, Brandon Chafee, and 
Quentin Phipps.  The event will be held in the 
gardens behind the Middlesex County Historical 
Society at 2 pm on Friday, April 30. 

~ Jane Harris 





 


VIRTUAL WORLD: 

Two virtual classes offered at Wesleyan 
Institute of Lifelong Learning are of interest. The 
first, beginning May 13, is Rhea Higgins’s course 
on American artist Mary Cassatt. The class runs  

for three Thursdays. The link above will also 
take you to an environmental course, titled 
“Regenerative Farming: Sustainable agriculture 
and its ties to global well-being.” This class 
meets on Wednesdays from April 15 through 
May 13. 


 


“The sun does not shine for a few trees and flowers, but for the wild world’s joy.”  
~ Henry Ward Beecher 



      

 May Mock Flower Show 

           May 18, 2021 

 

Maria Holzberg’s back terrace 

192 Coleman Road, Middletown    

 

Floral Design Workshop, 9-12 am 

 

Taught by Nancy D’Oench: club member, award-winning floral arranger and 
author of 3 floral arrangement books. 

 

How to prepare: read the attached schedule, gather a 

favorite container, some plant material from your garden and if you have it 
-- a piece of wood to incorporate into your design. If you do not have these 
things call or email Maria and she will provide them. 



 

 

If you have ever thought about trying your hand at 

floral design or even if you are a seasoned hand – this is  

a great opportunity to have some fun and get creative. 

 

Lunch: BYO, drinks provided, 12-1 pm 

Horticulture Workshop 1-3 pm 

Taught by Laney Bank and Judy Schoonmaker, award winning 
horticulturalists and club members. 

How to prepare: read the attached draft schedule, look around your 
garden, see what looks good and take a clipping. Make sure you are cutting 
as long a stem as possible because it will need to display well in a vase. 
 

Draft Horticulture schedule 

 

Classes 1-14 The Giving Tree 
      

Flowering Branches:  Trees and Shrubs 

         (description as in existing program) 

 

Trees 

         1. Aesculus 

         2. Cornus 

         3. Magnolia 

         4. Prunus 

         5. Other 

 

Shrubs 

         6. Kalmia 

         7. Quince 

         8. Rhododendron 



 

         9. Syringa 

       10. Viburnum 

       11. Wisteria 

       12. Other 

 

Branches Grown for Foliage: Evergreen and Deciduous 

    (description as in existing program) 

       13. Evergreen 

       14. Deciduous 

 

Classes 15-20 The Wishing Tree 

 

Perennials 

        One blooming stem. Any foliage must be attached to the stem. 

        15. Amsonia 

        16. Campanula 

        17. Dicentra 

        18. Lupinus 

        19. Veronica 

        20. Other 

 

Classes 21-26 The Shade of My Own Tree 

 

Bulbs, Corms, Rhizomes and Tubers 

     (description as in existing program) 

        21. Allium 

        22. Camassia 

        23. Fritillaria 

        24. Iris 

        25. Tulipa 

        26. Other 

 

Classes 27-30   Peony in Love 



 

 

Peonies 

      One stem with at least one attached leaf. 

        27. Single 

        28. Semi-Double 

        29. Double 

        30. Japanese 

 

Class 32   The Happiness Tree 

 

        Par Class: (description as in existing program) 



